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uity, or be subject to execution, levy, lien, at-
tachment, garnishment, or other legal process. 

(Aug. 19, 1950, ch. 761, § 5, 64 Stat. 466.) 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Enforcement of legal obligations to provide child sup-
port and make alimony payments, see section 659 of 
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 773, 774, 776 of 
this title. 

§ 776. Payment out of Civil Service Retirement 
and Disability Fund 

Annuities authorized by sections 771 to 775 of 
this title may, on and after September 29, 1999, 
be paid out of the Civil Service Retirement and 
Disability Fund. 

(Pub. L. 106–58, title IV, Sept. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 
463.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is from the appropriation act cited as the 
credit to this section. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in the following prior appropriation acts: 

Pub. L. 105–277, div. A, § 101(h) [title IV], Oct. 21, 1998, 
105 Stat. 2681–480, 2681–509. 

Pub. L. 105–61, title IV, Oct. 10, 1997, 111 Stat. 1303. 
Pub. L. 104–208, div. A, title I, § 101(f) [title IV], Sept. 

30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009–314, 3009–344. 
Pub. L. 104–52, title IV, Nov. 19, 1995, 109 Stat. 489. 
Pub. L. 103–329, title IV, Sept. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 2407. 
Pub. L. 103–123, title IV, Oct. 28, 1993, 107 Stat. 1249. 
Pub. L. 102–393, title IV, Oct. 6, 1992, 106 Stat. 1756. 
Pub. L. 102–141, title IV, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 Stat. 860. 
Pub. L. 101–509, title IV, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1421. 
Pub. L. 101–136, title IV, Nov. 3, 1989, 103 Stat. 810. 
Pub. L. 100–440, title IV, Sept. 22, 1988, 102 Stat. 1745. 
Pub. L. 100–202, § 101(m) [title IV], Dec. 22, 1987, 101 

Stat. 1329–390, 1329–413. 
Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(m) [title IV], Oct. 18, 1986, 100 

Stat. 1783–308, 1783–322, and Pub. L. 99–591, § 101(m) [title 
IV], Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3341–308, 3341–322. 

Pub. L. 99–190, title I, § 101(h) [H.R. 3036, title IV], Dec. 
19, 1985, 99 Stat. 1291. 

Pub. L. 98–473, title I, § 101(j) [H.R. 5798, title IV], Oct. 
12, 1984, 98 Stat. 1963. 

Pub. L. 98–151, § 101(f) [H.R. 4139, title IV], Nov. 14, 
1983, 97 Stat. 973. 

Pub. L. 97–377, title I, § 101(a) [incorporating H.R. 4121, 
title IV, for FY 1982], Dec. 21, 1982, 96 Stat. 1830. 

Pub. L. 97–92, § 101(a) [H.R. 4121, title IV], Dec. 15, 1981, 
95 Stat. 1183. 

Pub. L. 96–536, § 101(a) [incorporating Pub. L. 96–74, 
title IV], Dec. 16, 1980, 94 Stat. 3166. 

Pub. L. 96–74, title IV, Sept. 29, 1979, 93 Stat. 571. 
Pub. L. 95–429, title IV, Oct. 10, 1978, 92 Stat. 1007. 
Pub. L. 95–81, title IV, July 31, 1977, 91 Stat. 347. 
Pub. L. 94–363, title IV, July 14, 1976, 90 Stat. 969. 
Pub. L. 94–91, title IV, Aug. 9, 1975, 89 Stat. 449. 
Pub. L. 93–381, title IV, Aug. 21, 1974, 88 Stat. 620. 
Pub. L. 93–143, title IV, Oct. 30, 1973, 87 Stat. 517. 

CHAPTER 17—NATIONAL OCEAN SURVEY 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 

851 to 852b. Repealed or Omitted. 
853. Power to settle claims. 
853a. Authorized numbers in permanent rank. 

(a) Fiscal year authorizations; reduc-
tions. 

Sec. 

(b) Relative rank; proportion. 
(c) Computation of number in grade. 
(d) Reduction of grade or pay; separation. 
(e) Filling of vacancies; additional num-

bers. 
(f) Temporary increase in numbers. 

853b. Promotion by selection to grades above lieu-
tenant (junior grade). 

853c. Consideration of all eligible officers for pro-
motion purposes; date of promotion; separa-
tion from service. 

853d. Promotions to permanent grades of com-
mander and captain; time. 

853e. Promotion of ensigns; separation from serv-
ice. 

853f. Length of service for promotion purposes. 
853g. Retirement or separation of officers. 

(a) Transfer of officers to retired list; 
separation from service. 

(b) Computations. 
(c) Effective date of retirements and sep-

arations. 
853h. Separation pay of officers. 

(a) Authorization of payment. 
(b) Amount of pay; five or more years; 

three to five years. 
(c) Determination of officer’s years of 

service. 
(d) Previously received pay excluded 

from determination of years of cred-
itable service. 

(e) Deduction from retired pay of amount 
of prior payments; deduction from 
disability compensation of amount 
of separation pay; exception. 

853i. Appointments and promotions made by Presi-
dent; suspension during war or emergency. 

853j. Examinations for promotion. 
853j–1. Temporary appointments and promotions 

made by President. 
(a) Ensign. 
(b) Lieutenant junior grade. 
(c) Any one grade. 

853k. Retirement of officers. 
(a) For age; effective date. 
(b) Admirals for length of service; defer-

ment. 
853l. Retirement for length of service upon appli-

cation. 
853m, 853n. Repealed. 
853o. Computation of pay upon retirement. 

(a) Officer as member of uniformed serv-
ice before September 8, 1980. 

(b) Officer as member of uniformed serv-
ice on or after September 8, 1980. 

(c) Treatment of full and fractional parts 
of months in computing years of 
service; rounding off. 

853o–1. Credit of service as deck officer or junior en-
gineer and certain other active service for 
retirement and retirement pay. 

853p. Rank upon retirement; pay; ‘‘temporary 
rank’’ defined. 

853q. Retired rank and pay held pursuant to other 
laws unaffected. 

853r. Personnel Board; composition; duties; recom-
mendations. 

853s. Repealed. 
853t. Original appointments. 

(a) Eligible grades; examination; revoca-
tion of commission. 

(b) Lineal list. 
(c) Basic pay service credit. 

853u. Positions of importance and responsibility. 
(a) Designation; grades; appointment. 
(b) Number of officers appointed. 
(c) Pay and allowances. 
(d) Effect of appointment. 
(e) Retirement rank, pay, and allow-

ances. 
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Sec. 

853v. Presentation of United States flag upon re-
tirement. 

(a) Presentation of flag upon retirement. 
(b) Multiple presentations not author-

ized. 
(c) No cost to recipient. 

854. Qualification of officers for appointment or 
promotion generally. 

854a. Service credit as deck officer or junior engi-
neer for promotion purposes. 

854a–1. Temporary appointment or advancement of 
commissioned officers in time of war or na-
tional emergency. 

854a–2. Pay and allowances; date of acceptance of 
promotion. 

854b, 854c. Repealed. 
855. Cooperation with and transfer to military de-

partments. 
855a. Repealed. 
856. Relative rank of officers when serving with 

Army, Navy, or Air Force. 
857. Service for purposes of servicemen’s and vet-

erans’ benefits. 
857–1. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-

tration; definitions. 
857–2. Retirement of officers; retired grade; retired 

pay; conditions: satisfactory service, length 
of service. 

857–3. Service for purposes of certain rights, privi-
leges, immunities, and benefits; exercise of 
authority by Secretary of Commerce. 

857–4. Commissary privileges. 
(a) Extension of privilege. 
(b) Sales of rations, stores, uniforms, and 

related equipment. 
(c) Widows’ rights. 

857–5. General provisions. 
(a) Statutes applicable to officers of the 

Environmental Science Services 
Administration; service in Coast 
and Geodetic Survey as service in 
such Administration. 

(b) Statutes applicable to officers of the 
Environmental Science Services 
Administration; service in certain 
agencies as service in the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration. 

(c) Change in pay or allowances. 
(d) References in other laws, regulations, 

and orders. 
(e) Rules, regulations, and orders; con-

tinuing effect. 
(f) Construction of provisions; arrange-

ment and headings. 
(g) Separability. 

857–6 to 857–12. Repealed. 
857–13. National Advisory Committee on Oceans and 

Atmosphere. 
857–14. Membership. 

(a) Appointment and qualifications. 
(b) Terms. 
(c) Chairman. 
(d) Duties. 

857–15. Reports. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Review by Secretary. 
(c) Annual report submittal. 

857–16. Compensation and travel expenses. 
857–17. Interagency cooperation and assistance. 

(a) Liaison. 
(b) Agency assistance. 
(c) Administrative assistance. 

857–18. Authorization of appropriations. 
857a. Rights, benefits, privileges, and immunities; 

exercise of authority by Secretary of Com-
merce or designee. 

858. Rules and regulations when cooperating with 
military departments. 

Sec. 

859 to 863. Repealed or Omitted. 
864. Retirement of officers generally. 
864a to 872. Repealed or Omitted. 
873. Extra compensation for instrument observers, 

recorders and other Federal employees for 
oceanographic, seismographic and magnetic 
observations. 

874. Transportation of deceased officers’ effects; 
reimbursement for supplies furnished dis-
tressed and shipwrecked persons. 

875. Powers of officers as notaries. 
876. Fees for notarial acts; prima facie evidence of 

authority. 
877. Appropriations; advances from. 
878. Appropriations; purchases from. 

SUBCHAPTER II—SURVEYS 

881 to 883. Repealed. 
883a. Surveys and other activities. 
883b. Dissemination of data; further activities. 
883c. Geomagnetic data; collection, correlation, 

and dissemination. 
883d. Improvement of methods, instruments, and 

equipments; investigations and research. 
883e. Cooperative agreements for surveys and in-

vestigations; contribution of costs incurred 
by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration. 

883f. Contracts with qualified organizations. 
883g. Repealed. 
883h. Employment of public vessels. 
883i. Authorization of appropriations. 
883j. Ocean satellite data. 
883k. Acquisition of land for facilities. 
884. Power to use books, maps, etc., and to employ 

persons. 
885 to 890. Repealed or Omitted. 

SUBCHAPTER III—NOAA FLEET MODERNIZATION 

891. Definitions. 
891a. Fleet replacement and modernization pro-

gram. 
891b. Fleet replacement and modernization Plan. 

(a) In general. 
(b) Timing. 
(c) Plan elements. 
(d) Contracting limitation. 

891c. Design of NOAA vessels. 
(a) Design requirement. 
(b) Exception. 

891d. Contract authority. 
(a) Multiyear contracts. 
(b) Service contracts. 
(c) Bonding authority. 

891e. Restriction with respect to certain shipyard 
subsidies. 

(a) In general. 
(b) ‘‘Significant subsidy’’ defined. 

891f. Use of vessels. 
(a) Vessel agreements. 
(b) Report to Congress. 

891g. Interoperability. 
891h. Authorization of appropriations. 

(a) In general. 
(b) Limitation on fleet modernization ac-

tivities. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—NOAA HYDROGRAPHIC 
SERVICES 

892. Definitions. 
892a. Functions of the Administrator. 

(a) Responsibilities. 
(b) Authorities. 

892b. Quality assurance program. 
(a) Definition. 
(b) Program. 
(c) Limitation on liability. 
(d) Hydrographic Services Account. 
(e) Limitation on new fees and increases 

in existing fees for hydrographic 
services. 
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Sec. 

892c. Reports. 
(a) Repealed. 
(b) Maintaining Federal expertise in hy-

drographic services. 
892d. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 851. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, Pub. L. 105–277, div. A, § 101(b) [title II], Oct. 
21, 1998, 105 Stat. 2681–50, 2681–83, which authorized in 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
250 commissioned officers on the active list as of Sep-
tember 30, 1999, was from title II of the Departments of 
Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 1999, and was not 
repeated in subsequent appropriation acts. See section 
853a(a) of this title. 

Similar provisions were contained in the following 
prior appropriation acts: 

Pub. L. 105–119, title II, Nov. 26, 1997, 111 Stat. 2477. 
Pub. L. 104–208, div. A, title I, § 101(a) [title II], Sept. 

30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009, 3009–37. 
Pub. L. 104–134, title I, § 101[(a)] [title II], Apr. 26, 1996, 

110 Stat. 1321, 1321–27; renumbered title I, Pub. L. 
104–140, § 1(a), May 2, 1996, 110 Stat. 1327. 

Pub. L. 103–317, title II, Aug. 26, 1994, 108 Stat. 1741. 
Pub. L. 103–121, title II, Oct. 27, 1993, 107 Stat. 1170. 
Pub. L. 102–395, title II, Oct. 6, 1992, 106 Stat. 1849. 
Pub. L. 102–140, title II, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 Stat. 799. 
Pub. L. 101–515, title I, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 2104. 
Pub. L. 101–162, title I, Nov. 21, 1989, 103 Stat. 992. 
Pub. L. 100–459, title I, Oct. 1, 1988, 102 Stat. 2190. 
Pub. L. 100–202, § 101(a) [title I], Dec. 22, 1987, 101 Stat. 

1329, 1329–4. 
Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(b) [title I], Oct. 18, 1986, 100 Stat. 

1783–39, 1783–42, and Pub. L. 99–591, § 101(b) [title I], Oct. 
30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3341–39, 3341–42. 

Pub. L. 99–180, title I, Dec. 13, 1985, 99 Stat. 1138. 
Pub. L. 98–411, title I, Aug. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 1548. 
Pub. L. 98–166, title I, § 101, Nov. 28, 1983, 97 Stat. 1074. 
Pub. L. 97–377, title I, § 101(d), Dec. 21, 1982, 96 Stat. 

1867, 1869. 
Pub. L. 97–92, § 101(h) [incorporating H.R. 7584, title 

III, for FY 1981], Dec. 15, 1981, 95 Stat. 1190. 
Pub. L. 96–536, § 101o, [H.R. 7584, title III], Dec. 16, 1980, 

94 Stat. 3169. 
Pub. L. 96–68, title III, Sept. 24, 1979, 93 Stat. 424. 
Pub. L. 95–431, title III, Oct. 10, 1978, 92 Stat. 1033. 
Pub. L. 95–86, title III, Aug. 2, 1977, 91 Stat. 431. 
Pub. L. 94–362, title III, July 14, 1976, 90 Stat. 949. 
Pub. L. 94–121, title III, Oct. 21, 1975, 89 Stat. 625. 
Pub. L. 93–433, title III, Oct. 5, 1974, 88 Stat. 1197. 
Pub. L. 93–162, title III, Nov. 27, 1973, 87 Stat. 647. 
Pub. L. 92–544, title III, Oct. 25, 1972, 86 Stat. 1121. 
Pub. L. 92–77, title III, Aug. 10, 1971, 85 Stat. 257. 
Pub. L. 91–472, title III, Oct. 21, 1970, 84 Stat. 1051. 
Pub. L. 91–153, title III, Dec. 24, 1969, 83 Stat. 414. 
Pub. L. 90–470, title III, Aug. 9, 1968, 82 Stat. 679. 
Pub. L. 90–133, title III, Nov. 8, 1967, 81 Stat. 422. 
Pub. L. 89–797, title III, Nov. 8, 1966, 80 Stat. 1491. 
Pub. L. 89–164, title III, Sept. 2, 1965, 79 Stat. 631. 
Pub. L. 88–527, title III, Aug. 31, 1964, 78 Stat. 722. 
Pub. L. 88–245, title III, Dec. 30, 1963, 77 Stat. 787. 
Pub. L. 87–843, title III, Oct. 18, 1962, 76 Stat. 1091. 
Pub. L. 87–125, title II, Aug. 3, 1961, 75 Stat. 271. 
Pub. L. 86–451, title I, May 13, 1960, 74 Stat. 94. 
Pub. L. 86–88, title I, July 13, 1959, 73 Stat. 202. 
Pub. L. 85–469, title I, June 25, 1958, 72 Stat. 229. 
Pub. L. 85–52, title I, June 13, 1957, 71 Stat. 72. 
June 20, 1956, ch. 415, title I, 70 Stat. 316. 
June 30, 1955, ch. 253, title I, 69 Stat. 228. 
July 2, 1954, ch. 456, title III, 68 Stat. 424. 
Aug. 5, 1953, ch. 328, title III, 67 Stat. 378. 
July 10, 1952, ch. 651, title III, 66 Stat. 564. 
Oct. 22, 1951, ch. 533, title III, 65 Stat. 590. 
Sept. 6, 1950, ch. 896, Ch. III, title III, 64 Stat. 624. 

July 20, 1949, ch. 354, title III, 63 Stat. 466. 
June 3, 1948, ch. 400, title III, 62 Stat. 325. 
July 9, 1947, ch. 211, title III, 61 Stat. 298. 
July 5, 1946, ch. 541, title III, 60 Stat. 470. 
May 21, 1945, ch. 129, title III, 59 Stat. 191. 
June 28, 1944, ch. 294, title III, 58 Stat. 420. 
July 1, 1943, ch. 182, title III, 57 Stat. 296. 
July 2, 1942, ch. 472, title III, 56 Stat. 495. 
June 28, 1941, ch. 258, title II, 55 Stat. 283. 
May 14, 1940, ch. 189, title II, 54 Stat. 198. 
June 29, 1939, ch. 248, title III, 53 Stat. 916. 
Apr. 27, 1938, ch. 180, title III, 52 Stat. 281. 
June 16, 1937, ch. 359, title III, 50 Stat. 294. 
May 15, 1936, ch. 405, 49 Stat. 1341. 
Mar. 22, 1935, ch. 39, 49 Stat. 96. 
Feb. 27, 1925, ch. 364, title III, 43 Stat. 1046. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Coast and Geodetic Survey consolidated with Weath-
er Bureau to form a new agency in Department of Com-
merce to be known as Environmental Science Services 
Administration, and offices of Director and Deputy Di-
rector of Coast and Geodetic Survey abolished, by 
Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1965, eff. July 13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 
79 Stat. 1318, set out below. The Reorg. Plan also trans-
ferred to Secretary of Commerce all functions of Coast 
and Geodetic Survey and of its Director. 

Reorg. Plan No. 4 of 1970, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 F.R. 
15627, 84 Stat. 2090, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, 
Government Organization and Employees, abolished 
Environmental Science Services Administration, in-
cluding offices of Administrator and Deputy Adminis-
trator, and established National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration within Department of Com-
merce. By Department Organization Order 25–5A, re-
published 39 F.R. 27486, July 29, 1974, Secretary of Com-
merce delegated to National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration a number of functions vested in him, 
including his functions under this chapter of the Code. 
By order of Acting Associate Administrator, 35 F.R. 
19249, Dec. 19, 1970, the following organizational names 
appearing in chapter IX of subtitle B of Title 15, Code 
of Federal Regulations, relating to the Administration, 
were changed: Environmental Science Services Admin-
istration to National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration (ESSA to NOAA); Coast and Geodetic Survey 
to National Ocean Survey, and Weather Bureau to Na-
tional Weather Service. 

Section 857–5 of this title further provides for applica-
bility of statutory provisions, formerly applied to com-
missioned officers of Coast and Geodetic Survey, to 
commissioned officers of National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration. 

The functions of all officers of Department of Com-
merce and all functions of all officers and employees of 
such Department, were, with a few exceptions, trans-
ferred to Secretary of Commerce, with power vested in 
him to authorize their performance or the performance 
of any of his functions by any of such officers, agencies, 
and employees, by Reorg. Plan No. 5 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, eff. 
May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1263, set out in the 
Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and Em-
ployees. The Coast and Geodetic Survey was an agency 
within the Department of Commerce. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1998 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 105–384, title III, § 301, Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 
3454, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting subchapter IV 
of this chapter and amending sections 853a and 853u of 
this title] may be cited as the ‘Hydrographic Services 
Improvement Act of 1998’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 102–567, title VI, § 601, Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 
4299, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting subchapter III 
of this chapter] may be cited as the ‘NOAA Fleet Mod-
ernization Act’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 95–63, § 1, July 5, 1977, 91 Stat. 265, provided: 
‘‘That this Act [enacting sections 857–13 to 857–18 of 


